
Writing the Future 

Open call scheme for composers and music creators 
Deadline for applications – 26 May 2017. 
 
The London Sinfonietta is pleased to announce the next round of Writing the Future, an open-
call programme that supports the careers of composers and music creators through the 
process of making new work with the ensemble.  
 
This Writing the Future programme lasts for approximately two years, allowing for new works 
to be made and performed.   Previous Writing the Future composers have gone on to release 
music on labels such as NMC, have had their music performed in the London Sinfonietta’s 
season and received further commissions from the ensemble. Alumni include Samantha 
Fernando, Edmund Finnis, Shiva Feshareki and Mark Bowden amongst many others.   
 
Those selected to be part of the programme will be offered: 
 

 At least one chamber commission to be performed by the London Sinfonietta. 
 A close working relationship with members of the ensemble to develop ideas. 
 An introduction to music industry professionals who can advise on different aspects 

of career development. 
 Opportunities to work on different aspects of the ensemble’s programme – including 

digital projects, schools and community work and the London Sinfonietta Academy. 
 Open access to visit London Sinfonietta rehearsals and concerts. 
 Opportunities for coaching and mentoring from world-leading composers and 

conductors as part of the London Sinfonietta’s season, and in partnership with the 
Southbank Centre where the ensemble is a Resident Orchestra. 

 
 
Writing the Future Workshops 
The London Sinfonietta will also run a regular series of play-through workshops of ensemble 
or chamber pieces that are complete or in development.   Those who apply to the Writing the 
Future programme will be included on a list of composers who will be considered for this 
opportunity. 
 
 
Writing the Future and the London Sinfonietta 
The ambition of Writing the Future is to generate excellent new music projects that both 
benefit the experience and careers of the composers involved and continue the important 
tradition of the ensemble.  We are seeking to work with composers who have the confidence, 
ideas and creativity to make important work for our future, and to inspire the sector, across 
the time when the ensemble celebrates its 50th anniversary. 
The process of the programme allows for us to establish and deepen the relationship 
between composers and the ensemble, ensuring that there is time to develop new ideas from 
inception, in partnership with the players of the group.   The programme also provides a 
wider set of skills and experiences for composers and shows how an ensemble like the 
London Sinfonietta works.   
 



The Writing the Future workshops will provide feedback on how pieces sound in the hands of 
world-class professional players.  It is also a chance for the London Sinfonietta to discover 
new music and nurture relationships with composers and music creators.   
 
The London Sinfonietta is at the forefront of developing new music, and we are seeking to 
include composers and music creators from different social, cultural and musical 
backgrounds. We are keen to work with artists who will bring new ideas to the ensemble, 
and explore with us innovative approaches. 
 
 
Eligibility 
Writing the Future is a programme for composers and music creators who are resident in the 
UK.    
 
We will prioritise applications from those in the earlier stages of their career, or for whom the 
opportunity of working with the London Sinfonietta will be a significant new development 
based on their past experience.    
 
Our recruitment includes an active search to include composers and music creators who do 
not traditionally apply to work with the London Sinfonietta and come from different musical, 
social or cultural backgrounds.    
 
 
How to apply 
Download and complete the application form. Please send completed forms to 
adam.flynn@londonsinfonietta.org.uk by FRIDAY 26 MAY 2017. 
 
We need to hear some of your existing work.  Please provide a maximum of three streamed 
digital audio or video links to your works.   We are not able to consider downloads.  
 
Please use the supporting statement section of the application form to help us understand 
your music practice, and how you would expect to take advantage of the opportunity if 
selected. Please explain the kinds of work you can imagine making with us.  This is not to pin 
you down to what you may compose but to provide talking points about the kind of work you 
want to create and why. 
 
How selection will take place 
Panels consisting of London Sinfonietta staff, composers, industry colleagues, and London 
Sinfonietta musicians will help create a short-list.    
 
Those on the short list will then be interviewed for selection onto the programme. 
 
Those not selected may have their work considered for a Writing the Future workshop. 
Writing the Future is supported by 
The Jerwood Charitable Foundation 
The Boltini Foundation 
PRS for Music Foundation 
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